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Comparative Essay: ‘A Rose for Emily’ And ‘The Lottery’
There are visible similarities and differences in the stories “A Rose for Emily” and “The Lottery”. Both of these stories are interesting and put the readers’ imagination to work. A Rose for Emily” was authored by William Faulkner and ‘The Lottery’ was authored by Shirley Jackson. Both stories contain noteworthy literary elements that enable the reader to identify the comparations and dissimilarities and between them. There is a manifestation of Emily’s death in the story ‘A Rose for Emily’, and the Triviality of traditional evil in the story ‘The Lottery’ with a surrounding clandestine and gothic poetry which catches the reader’s attention from the beginning of the two stories. Also, both stories contain significant symbolisms which are really important in helping the ready to better understand the setting of each story. 
It is the town that narrates both stories. The narrator of what’s developing in the stories is the town itself. The first similarity in the two short stories is depicted by how death occurs in both stories.  Emily’s death in A Rose for Emily and the death of Mrs. Hutchinson shows some similarity in the development of both stories. However, even though the two stories share the death of a main female character in the story, both women in the stories die for an unlike reason. In A Rose for Emily, Emily killed herself by committing suicide. The text narrates that Emily said to the druggist “I want some poison” (Faulkner 24). From this statement, the reader can tell that Emily committed suicide. In her funeral, people were chattering and asserting conclusions of the possible reasons she committed suicide.  In ‘The Lottery’ on the other hand, Mrs. Hutchinson was slayed by her community through stoning following a creepy tradition the town followed over the years. Generally, the two stories share death of a protagonist female character but for dissimilar motives. Even though both stories involve the death of a women for different reasons, the two stories share a homicide. Before Emily committed suicide, she had killed her lover, Homer, by poising him. Homer was a black noble man she had been dating. The town had already started gossiping about Emily and Homer dating. They said that her social class did not allow her to marry someone of Homer’s low-class caliber. The homicide in The Lottery is about stoning a woman to death. 
Regardless of the completely different setting in both stories, as a reader, it is easy to detect the horror vs terror aspect.  The interpretation for “A Rose for Emily” is a woman’s fatal inability to accept the loss, custom and heritage that leads to her noxious misapprehensions. Emily’s death and the cruel practice depicted in ‘The Lottery’ of using a black box to decide who will die next by stoning them to death confirm the horror and terror aspect. Homer’s death in A Rose for Emily and Mrs. Hutchinson in ‘The Lottery’ can be equated to the death of innocence. Both of them were killed by one’s they had known best and one’s they shared most of their time with. Mrs. Hutchinson shared most of her time in the town and with the town members who killed her following the creepy tradition. Homer as killed by Emily who he spent most of his time with as a lover. Generally, they killed by people they know and trusted. 
The two short stories also shared traditions. In both stories, the past is depicted to have been tormenting the characters inn both stories In A Rose for Emily, she is depicted as a affluent woman who was ill-treated by her father in the past. After her father died, she preserved the body and kept it for some time. When Emily committed suicide, the body of Homer was also found and it was realized hat he died before her ad also realized that she was sleeping next t the body. This shows that the past, which in this case is the abuse she got from her father affected her and instilled hatred in her that she killed Homer and also commit suicide to confront it. Further, conserving her father’s body and sleeping next to the body of Homer for sometime also show the aspect of the denial of death. In The Lottery on the other hand, the custom of the black box which decides who will die next by way of stoning was perceived to be completely normal to some of the town people (Jackson 3). Even when some of them did not agree with the tradition, they still did it. Further, the text still explains how children would also participate in it by collecting stones preparing for the killing tradition. The element of tradition in the two stories show how the past torment the characters in their present lives. For Emily, being abused by her father in the past tormented her in her present life by instilling hate to her that she poisoned Homer and committed suicide. In The Lottery on he other hand, the past (the black box tradition) tormented the town members in that even those who felt that the tradition was creepy and did not agree with it still had to participate in it against their will (REHIM 74). Further, innocent children also had to participate in the tradition even though it was something developed or started in the past rather, something that is beyond their control, torment their innocence by having them collect rocks getting ready for the creepy tradition. 
Another element shared in the two stories is symbolism. The ‘Rose’ in “A Rose for Emily” is figurative. In ‘The Lottery’, symbolism is represented by the ‘black box’. The Symbolisms in he two story are related to the title of the stories. For instance, in the Catholic faith, when people say that they ‘give a rose to the virgin Mary’, they mean that they are giving a prayer to her. The Rose in the ‘A Rose for Emily’ story is likened can be likened to giving a prayer to her because as depicted in the story, she is sad and suffering (Dao-shui 74). In ‘The Lottery’ on the other hand, the symbolism of the black box can be related to darkness and evil. The ‘black’ here can be equated to darkness and evil. The black box symbolism is filled with mystery because it is with which they decide who will be killed (Ramadhayani 46). The mystery is the participants also don’t know who the black box is going to choose to die. The black box can also be equated to a devil, who decides who is going to die or the next death rather. The other symbolism aspect in ‘A Rose for Emily’ is when her house was falling apart. It symbolizes how Emily’s life teared apart when her father died. Similarly, when her house was tearing down, her room that had bridal items that were in rose color. This symbolized her heart (Xi 71). As depicted in the story, Emily kept most of her important things in her heart, adored and took care of them. 
In a nutshell, the two stories utilize significant literally elements that catch the attention of the reader. There is a manifestation of death of Emily in the story ‘A Rose for Emily’, and the Banality of traditional evil in the story ‘The Lottery’ with a surrounding mystery and gothic poetry which catches the reader’s attention from the beginning of the two stories. Further, symbolism is also utilized in both stories. The Rose in ‘A Rose for Emily’ symbolizes giving a prayer to Emily, just as a rose represents in the catholic faith, because Emily as depicted in the story is suffering and sad. Similarly, symbolism takes the form of the black box in The Lottery.  The bla1ck in this case represents darkness and evil.  Also, it can be equated to the devil who decides who is going to dies next in the. Overall, two stories are great with both similarities and differences and both have traditions and pasts that result in death. The two different authors use similar literally elements to tell a story to their audiences. The Gothic literature that is employed in both stories really put the reader’s imagination to work.  
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